[image: Logo] The curriculum in English will expose students to a broad, vibrant and challenging range of texts that promotes a love of our subject,        fosters academic success and equips them for real life.

Year Eight: Development of Genre
	What
	Term One
Shakespeare Tragedy
Romeo and Juliet
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	Term Two
Gothic Literature Pre 1914 Short Stories
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	Term Three
Dystopian Worlds
‘Animal Farm’
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	Why?
	Students will study a second Shakespeare text focusing on the key conventions of the tragedy genre through the study of the set text Romeo and Juliet.  They will build on their prior knowledge of the conventions of comedy from Year 7 and theme of love and parental authority from the study of A Midsummer Night’s Dream from Year 7.   
	Having established the pillars of narrative fiction in Year 7 through the study of Greek mythology, pupils in Year 8 will explore the conventions of narrative through the study of the Victorian Gothic genre.   
	In term three genre remains significant as students encounter the political allegory of the 20th Century through the set text Animal Farm, and the dystopian genre. They will build on their knowledge of allegory from Year 7 and develop a greater understanding of the world around them.   

	Prior Learning
	Students will build upon their prior knowledge of Shakespeare and conventions of comedy from Year 7. Students will develop analytical essay writing skills from Year 7. 
	Students will build upon their prior knowledge of narrative, archetypes and themes of morality and metamorphosis from Year 7.  Students will develop creative writing skills from Year 7.
	Students will develop their knowledge of generic conventions from term two.  Students will develop creative writing skills from term two.  

	Next Link 


	Students will revisit the genre of Shakespearean tragedy in KS4 through the study of Macbeth.  



	Students will revisit Victorian prose in KS4 through the study of A Christmas Carol.  
	Students will read a modern novel in Year 9 through the study of the set text Boys Don’t Cry.  

	Key Learning 

	Knowledge: Pupils will learn about
- Context: Life in Elizabethan England, Verona Setting, Vendetta and Male Bravado, Medicine in Elizabethan England.
-Development of Plots: The Prologue, The Vendetta, Star Crossed Lovers, Banishment, Friar Lawrence’s plan, Resolution.
-Key Themes of Love, Parental authority, Fate and Destiny, Revenge.  
-Form and Conventions of Tragedy, the sonnet.
--The beliefs and attitudes of Elizabethan audiences in comparison to modern day.
-The development of the different plots
-Characterisation of central characters and how they develop throughout the play. 
Skills: Pupils will learn to
-Read Shakespearean text and understand unfamiliar vocabulary linked to text.
-To confidently use key vocabulary associated with form and genre.  
-Comprehend and summarise key events in the plot.  
-Retrieve explicit information and infer meaning 
- Analyse Shakespeare’s use of language in relation to character and theme.
-Write a structured essay on character of Romeo as a tragic hero.
-Include supporting quotations and textual evidence.  
- Confidently and with fluency read aloud a script in class


	Knowledge: Pupils will learn about
-Context:, Life in Victorian England, scientific developments, industrial revolution. 
-Key Themes of  Duality, Good V’s Evil, human nature and the supernatural, friendship and loyalty, appearances and reputation, deception, violence, religion, the sublime, isolated landscapes.   
-Form: Gothic tropes and conventions, pathetic fallacy.  Structure of narrative.  
Skills: Pupils will learn to
-Read and understand unfamiliar vocabulary linked to text.
-Read, comprehend and summarise a range of Gothic short stories
-Retrieve explicit information and infer meaning from texts. 
-Analyse use of language in relation to character and theme.
- Use supporting quotations and textual evidence.  
-Make comparisons across texts focusing on key gothic conventions
-Evaluate the effectiveness of writing and explain effects
-Write an opening chapter to a Gothic novel  including key gothic conventions.  
-Plan, edit, proof read and redraft writing 
-Develop oracy skills through discussion and presentation 


	Knowledge: Pupils will learn about
-Context: Life of George Orwell, Post war Britain, The Russian Revolution, Allegory.  
-Key Themes of Irony, corruption, leadership and control, lies and deceit, failure of plans and dreams, propaganda.  
-Form: Dystopian tropes and conventions
Structure of narrative.
Skills: Pupils will learn to
-Read and understand unfamiliar vocabulary linked to text.
-Read, comprehend and summarise key events of plot
-Understand and explain the development of character in relation to the plot.
-Retrieve explicit information and infer meaning from texts. 
-Analyse use of language in relation to character and theme.
- Use supporting quotations and textual evidence.  
-Write a description of a dystopian world using key dystopian conventions. 
-Plan, edit, proof read and redraft writing
- Develop oracy skills through discussion and presentation

	National Curriculum Links
	Reading: 
-Making inferences and referring to evidence in the text
-Studying setting, plot and characterisation ---Understanding the work of dramatists through performance and interpretations
Writing
-Writing for purpose and audience (structured essays and imaginative writing)
-Applying grammar, vocab and structure
- Planning, editing, proof reading
Spoken
-Reading play scripts
-Formal debates and discussion

	Reading: 
-Learning new vocabulary to assist with understanding context
-Making inferences and referring to evidence to evidence in the text
-Studying setting, plot, and characterisation
Writing
-Writing for purpose and audience (imaginative writing and structured essays) 
-Summarising, organising ideas, supporting arguments with detail.
-Applying grammar, vocab and structure
-Drawing on knowledge of literary devices
-Planning, editing, proof reading
Spoken
- Formal debates and discussion
	Reading: 
-Learning new vocabulary to assist with understanding context
-Making inferences and referring to evidence to evidence in the text
-Studying setting, plot, and characterisation
Writing
-Writing for purpose and audience (imaginative writing and structured essay)
-Summarising, organising ideas, supporting arguments with detail.
-Applying grammar, vocab and structure
-Drawing on knowledge of literary devices
Planning, editing, proof reading
Spoken
-Formal debates and discussion


	Key Assessments
	Reading: How does Shakespeare present Romeo as a tragic hero in Act 5 Scene 3 of the play?
Writing: Write Friar Lawrence’s Confession explaining his involvement in the tragedy.  
Spoken: 1) Discussion ‘Who is responsible for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet?’
	Reading: ‘The writer effectively builds tension throughout Tell Tale Heart.’ Evaluate how far you agree.
Writing: Write the opening to a Gothic Novel
Spoken: Research and perform a gothic poem and post-poem discussion.
	Reading: How are the pigs presented in Chapter 2 of the novel?  
Writing: Dystopian Writing Task
Spoken: Group Discussion ‘Who was responsible for the failure of the farm?’

	Key Vocabulary
	Act, aside, banishment, blank verse, catharsis, character, chaos, chorus, climax, conflict, connotation, denouement, dramatic irony, Elizabethan, exposition, feud, hamartia, hubris, iambic pentameter, masque, monologue, oxymoron, prologue, resolution, scene, serenade, soliloquy. 
	Antagonist, antithesis, motif, pathetic fallacy protagonist, narrative perspective, symbolism, zoomorphism.  
	Allegory, communism, dystopia, moral, omniscient narrator, propaganda, rebellion, scapegoat, tyrant, symbolism.
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