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 Year 9 Parents Evening - Thursday 26th February

Final date for students to return their Option Form - Monday 2
March

nd

Important Dates

To help making choices ,  use the fo l lowing: www.moss lands .co .uk
https://nat iona lcareers .service .gov .uk www.stem.org .uk/cx4wt When do I have to
choose? You must make your decis ion by the week fo l lowing the Parents ’  Evening .
This is  shown on the second page of th is booklet .



Introduction
 

CARE, COMMITMENT, CHALLENGE

 
An overview of the Key Stage 4 curriculum
Information about compulsory (core) subjects
Details of each optional subject,  including assessment and progression
Guidance to help you make the right choices for your future

Please note:
While we aim to offer students their first choices, this cannot always be
guaranteed
Some courses may not run due to numbers
Timetabling constraints mean not all  subject combinations are possible
Reserve choices are therefore just as important as first choices

Welcome to the Key Stage 4 Options Booklet for September 2026.

Mr J Sanford
Deputy Headteacher

The completed Options Form must be submitted by Monday 2nd March We wish
you every success as you begin this important stage of your education.

This booklet is designed to help you make informed choices about the subjects you
wil l  study in Years 10 and 11.

Over the next two years ,  four option subjects wil l  make up around 40% of your
timetable ,  so it is important to choose careful ly .

Insidethis booklet youwil l f ind:

Our aim is to offer a broad and balanced curr iculum that supports individual
strengths ,  interests and ambit ions ,  whi le keeping as many post-16 pathways open as
possib le .
Some subjects are compulsory and form part of the Core Programme. The remaining
subjects are optional ,  and students are encouraged to discuss their choices with
parents ,  teachers ,  tutors and careers staff .

Choosing your options is an excit ing step, but it can also feel chal lenging. Please take
time to read this booklet careful ly and ask questions. Changes after the start of Year
10 are extremely diff icult ,  so thoughtful decisions now are essentia l .



What subjects  are compulsory?
Everyone studies a Core Programme a longside their  opt ion choices .  This
inc ludes:

Engl ish Language and Engl ish L i terature
Maths
Science (two GCSEs ,  or three i f  you choose Separate Sciences)
Core ICT (Digita l  L i teracy)
PE ,  RE and Careers

What changes have there been to GCSEs?

GCSEs are graded from 9–1 ,  with 9 being the h ighest grade
This rep laces the former A–G* grading system
Results wi l l  be reported us ing numerica l  grades in summer 2028
Vocat iona l  qua l i f icat ions (e .g .  BTEC / CTEC) use di f ferent grading
systems

Q&A - Guidance 

CARE, COMMITMENT, CHALLENGE

 What other considerations are there?

Schools and students are measured using three main performance measures:
Engl ish Baccalaureate (EBacc)
Attainment 8
Progress 8

These are often looked at by col leges, universit ies and employers.
To achieve the EBacc, students need at least grade 5 in:

English
Maths
Two Sciences
A Modern Foreign Language
History or Geography

Attainment 8 and Progress 8 are based on a student’s best eight GCSE
results ,  including Engl ish and Maths .
These measures are becoming increasingly important, so choosing subjects
careful ly can help keep future options open.

 



Will

Can I  change my options 

Can I  take anything I  want?

later?

Do I  have to choose a language?

ibe able to cope with the work?

No. Options form a two-year programme and changes after the start of
Year 10 are not usual ly possible .

You wi l l  choose some subjects because you enjoy them or have done
wel l  in them, but you might a lso pick a subject because i t  could be usefu l
for your future .  I t ’s  usua l ly best to avoid subjects you’ve rea l ly struggled
with ,  as success comes from bui ld ing on your strengths .  Remember ,  you
get out of your courses what you put in .  Working consistent ly in c lass
and at home,  complet ing homework ,  and us ing independent study
effect ive ly are a l l  key to doing wel l  and enjoying your learn ing .

No. Some subjects are compulsory, and you must choose four option
subjects ,  one from each option block. At least one of your choices must be
from the highl ighted subjects on the options form.

No — however ,  studying a language can be highly beneficia l .  Languages
support future study, careers and form part of the Engl ish Baccalaureate
(EBacc). If you enjoy French or Spanish ,  you should consider choosing one.

How do i  choose?

Choosing the subjects you wi l l  study over the next two years is  an
important decis ion .  Whi le you don’t  need to have your career fu l ly
p lanned ,  and you won’t  be leaving school  for at least another two years ,
i t ’s  important to recognise that the subjects you choose could inf luence
your future .  Aim to mainta in a ba lanced se lect ion of subjects to keep as
many career opt ions open as poss ib le .

Your ideas about careers and jobs may change over t ime ,  so i t ’s  a good
idea to th ink in terms of a genera l  career d irect ion rather than focusing
on a s ing le ,  speci f ic job .  I f  you have a part icu lar  career in mind ,  check
which subjects are needed ,  but st i l l  a im to mainta in a ba lanced se lect ion
to keep your opt ions open .
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Qualifications
l  C O U R S E S  L A S T   A l T  W  O  Y  E  A  R  S

Tech Awards are pract ica l ,  rea l-wor ld qua l i f icat ions that he lp you
develop usefu l  sk i l l s  for work or further study.  BTEC Level  2 F irst
Awards are equiva lent to one GCSE and are graded Pass ,  Mer it ,
D ist inct ion ,  or Dist inct ion* .  Taking a Tech Award does not stop you
from progress ing to Level  3 courses after 16 .

GCSE
 GCSE stands for Genera l  Cert i f icate of Secondary Educat ion .  Most subjects
are assessed main ly through exams at the end of the course ,  though some
also inc lude pract ica l  work or projects .  GCSEs are graded from 9 to 1 ,  and not
a l l  students do exact ly the same c lass work .  In some subjects ,  there may be a
choice of papers or quest ions to suit  d i f ferent abi l i t ies .  Teachers wi l l  guide
you on which tasks and papers are r ight for you throughout the course .
T ip:  Work steadi ly ,  ask quest ions ,  and use the support avai lab le—your effort
wi l l  make a rea l  d i f ference to your success .

BTEC and Other Tech Awards



Art

French

Design
Technology

Geography

Construction
& The Built
Environment
(Tech Award)

Drama (BTEC)

History

Computer
Science

Food &
Cookery (Tech

Award)

Seperat
e
Science
s

RS: Philosophy
& Ethics

Sports Studies

Music

Information &
Digital
Technology(B
TEC)

Media Studies
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Choosing Options
You wi l l  need to make
below.
You must  choose at  

The Core Programme 
This is  taken by every student .  You wi l l  
English Maths Science PE RE Careers ( including
Cit izenship,  Work Related Learning & Enterprise
Education)

study:

If  you have any di f f icu l t ies ,  p lease ta lk with Mr Sandford .

 f rom the choicesfour option choices

least  one subject  in  yel low.

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

OPTIONS



The Core Programme

CARE, COMMITMENT, CHALLENGE



English Language
  What will i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

C o n t a c t
 

It  is  a requirement that students study
both Engl ish Language and Engl ish
Literature .  Engl ish is  an important
requirement for many careers and
Higher Educat ion courses and a
contr ibut ing subject to the Engl ish
Bacca laureate and ’Best 8’
achievement measures .

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS ADLEY

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

QN Code: 601/4292/3

Level:  1  & 2

Exam Board: AQA

GCSE English Language (9-1)

This two year course is
assessed through externa l
examinat ion at the end of
Year 11 .  

Paper 1:  1 hour 45 minutes
 80 marks 50%

of GCSE 

Paper 2:  1 hour 45 minutes
 
 

Spoken 

80 marks 50
% of GCSE

Language: This is
set and marked by your

a
the

cert i f ied

Engl ish teacher .  I t  is  
compulsory part  of 
course and is  
separate ly .

 
Demonstrate your understanding of f ict ion and non–f ict ion
texts
Develop c lose reading and ana lyt ica l  sk i l l s  in eva luat ing
speci f ic texts
Write descr ipt ive and narrat ive pieces
Write to present a v iewpoint
Develop communicat ion sk i l l s  through discuss ion and presentat ion .

You wi l l :



English Literature

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS ADLEY

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE English Literature (9-1)

QN Code: 601/4447/6

Level:  1  & 2

Exam Board: AQA

This two year course is
assessed through externa l
examinat ion at the end of
Year 11 .
 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the
19th Century Novel 1 hour
45 minutes 64 marks 40% of
GCSE
Paper 2: Modern Text and
Poetry 2 hour 15 minutes 96
marks 60% of GCSE

You wi l l :

Develop c lose reading and ana lyt ica l  sk i l l s  in eva luat ing
speci f ic texts Read and study a Shakespeare Text Read and
study a 19th Century Novel  Read and study a Modern Text
Read and study a col lect ion of poetry on the theme of power
and conf l ict .

It  is  a requirement that students
study both Engl ish Language and
Engl ish L i terature and therefore wi l l
ga in two separate GCSEs in the
Engl ish subjects .

 
What will i learn about?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

C o n t a c t



Maths
 

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS LOON

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE Maths (9-1)

QN Code:601/4700/3

Level:1  & 2

Exam Board: Edexcel

Maths GCSE is a core subject taught to a l l  students at GCSE.  I t  is  an essent ia l
part  of any student ’s educat ion ,  with many employers and Univers i t ies requir ing Maths
GCSE as part  of their  entry cr i ter ia .  The course a lso a l lows students to become numerate ,
th ink c lear ly and logica l ly and ana lyse s i tuat ions ,  a l l  of  which wi l l  he lp them in everyday
l i fe .  The Higher course a lso provides a good grounding for those students who want to go
on and study Maths A Level  or Further Maths A Level ,  as students wi l l  have to devise
solut ions to more complex problems .  Dur ing the course students wi l l  study:
What Wil l  I Study in Mathematics?

The course is  based ent i re ly on
exams.  Students s i t t ing the
Higher Tier (Level  9 to 4) and
the Foundat ion Tier (Level  5 to
1)

The Linear course consists of
three papers at the end of Year
11 ,  a non-ca lcu lator and two
calcu lator papers .

GCSE Maths is  an important requirement for
many careers and Higher Educat ion courses
and a contr ibut ing subject to the Engl ish
Bacca laureate and ’Best 8’  achievement
measures .  The Higher course wi l l  prepare a for
A/AS Level  Maths .  
Both of which are a lso offered at the school .
Maths is  a requirement for many careers and
opens up many doors .  Careers involv ing Maths
speci f ica l ly inc lude Engineer ing ,  Banking ,
F inance and many more .
 

 What will i learn about?

Number – Working with money, decimals ,  fractions and percentages.

Algebra – Solving equations ,  using formulae and understanding number patterns (sequences) .

Geometry and Measures – Studying shapes ,  angles ,  measurements ,  and 2D and 3D shapes.
Higher t ier students wi l l  a lso learn tr igonometry and circ le theorems.

Ratio ,  Proportion and Rates of Change – Understanding how quantit ies relate to each other .
This is important in subjects l ike science, engineering, business and economics.

Probabi l i ty – Calculat ing how l ikely events are to happen. This is used in areas such as stat ist ics ,  f inance
and computer science.

Statist ics – Col lecting and analysing data ,  drawing graphs ,  and calculat ing and interpreting averages.

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

C o n t a c t



SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS WESTON

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE DoubleAward (9-1)

Science QN Code: 601/8758/x 

Level:1  & 2

Exam Board: AQA

Combined GCSE wi l l  be assessed
through s ix examinat ion papers at
the end of year 11 (two for each
disc ip l ine) .
A l l  papers are 1 hour 45 minutes
long and are equa l ly weighted
towards the f ina l  grade .
Al l  examinat ions consist  of
mult ip le choice ,  structured ,  c losed
short answer and open response
quest ion types .
There are 16 required pract ica l
act iv i t ies for the Combined
Science GCSE and these wi l l  be
integrated and assessed with in
day-to-day teaching .  

 
Cel l biology, Respiration and photosynthesis ,  homeostasis and response,
inheritance, variation and evolution

Combined Science (Equivalent to Two GCSEs)
Covers the three main sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This is
equivalent to 2 GCSEs.

 
Atomic structure and the periodic table ,  organic chemistry ,  chemical analysis and
using resources.

Physics topics include :
Forces , energy, waves, electricity ,  atomic structure and the partic le model of
matter .

This qual if ication provides the broad scientif ic knowledge needed to study
Science at Level 3.
Strong performance can lead to science-related careers and apprenticeships.

Science is a compulsory subject at key stage 4
and a contr ibut ing subject to the Engl ish
Bacca laureate and ’Best 8’  achievement
measures .  Students wi l l  e i ther take the
Combined Science (Double Award) or Tr ip le
Science (3 Separate GCSE qua l i f icat ions)
pathway.  Students wi l l  be advised as to which
course they are best suited to fo l low. Students
on the Double Award Science pathway
complete a qua l i f icat ion equiva lent to two
GCSEs .
 

Science
 What will i learn about?

Biology topics include:

Chemistry topics include:

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

C o n t a c t
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Optional Subjects



Art and Design
 

SUBJECT LEAD:
Miss  Connor

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSEART (9-1)

QN Code:601/8087/0

Level:1  & 2

Exam Board: Eduqas

This is  a broad based Art and Design course that prepares students wel l  for
access to Post-16 study.  Students wi l l  be introduced to a var iety of
exper iences explor ing a range of two dimensiona l  techniques and processes
inc luding both tradit iona l  and new technologies .  This may inc lude F ine Art
(Drawing ,  Pa int ing ,  Mixed media) and Graphic Communicat ion with some use
of computer software graphics packages .  Students wi l l  be expected to
develop their  pract ica l  work by explor ing re levant images ,  artefacts and
resources re lat ing to an area of art ,  craft  and design .  This wi l l  require
independent research and invest igat ion into a part icu lar theme; th is may be
from a per iod or aspect of Art or Design from the past or from recent t imes
and could be from anywhere in the wor ld .  Their  pract ica l  response to th is
research must show an understanding of d i f ferent sty les ,  genres and
tradit ions invest igated .  Some cr i t ica l  annotat ion is  required in the later
stages of the course in order to e lucidate visua l  connect ions made and
working methods employed.
 
Career paths may include: Architecture, Product Design, Graphic Design, Interior Design,
Construction, Photography, Illustration, Animation, Fashion, Metalwork, Jewellery Design,
Model-making, Museum Model- making, Museum Curatorship, Stone Masonry and Printing.

Component 1:  Portfo l io of Work
Coursework consists of one extended or
two projects that are set interna l ly by
the subject teacher .  There wi l l  be
coursework deadl ines throughout the
durat ion of the course .  I t  is  th is/these
project/s that make up the student ’s
portfo l io of work .  The Coursework
Portfo l io makes up 60% of the f ina l
assessment and is marked out of 96
Component 2:  Externa l ly Set Project A
Quest ion paper ,  wr i t ten by the
Examinat ion Board and issued from 1st
January in the f ina l  year of the course ,
provides the start ing point for a f ina l
project .  After an a l located per iod of
preparat ion t ime ,  students must produce
a f ina l  p iece of work dur ing a
supervised contro l led test per iod of 10
hours .  The work produced dur ing th is
t ime must be unaided .

 
To meet the standards of a GCSE course in Art and
Design ,  students wi l l  be required to complete work
outs ide of lesson t imes -the department runs
luncht ime and evening sess ions on set days .  This
may take the form of independent research and
invest igat ion into a part icu lar theme or may require
the complet ion of pract ica l  work .
 
It is important that students enjoy and feel confident in their
ability with the practical aspects of this subject.
 
A basic range of art materials and access to

 the internet at home would be usefu lbut is  not
compulsory .  Suppl iers of speci f ic mater ia ls  can be
sought through the GCSE teaching staff .
 

 What will i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

C o n t a c t



Computer Science
 

SUBJECT LEAD:
Mr Bal lantyne

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE COMPUTERSCIENCE (9-1)

QN Code:601/8355/x

Level:  1/2

Exam Board: OCR 

 
Systems architecture Memory and storage Computer
networks ,  connect ions and protocols Network
secur i ty Systems software Eth ica l ,  lega l ,  cu l tura l  and
environmenta l

Computat iona l  Thinking ,  A lgor i thms and Programming ( J277/02)

Algor i thms Programming fundamenta ls Producing robust programs Boolean

logic Programming languages and Integrated Development 

PAl l  students wi l l  have the opportunity to undertake programming tasks ,  e i ther to a
speci f icat ion or to so lve problems dur ing their  course of study.  Students wi l l  need to
draw on some of the content in both components when engaging in the pract ica l
programming aspects of the course .  

 Computer Science is a practical subject where learners can apply the knowledge and
skills learned in the classroom to real-world problems. It is a creative subject that will
develop your mathematical, logical reasoning and problem-solving capabilities. The
Computer Science GCSEvalues computational thinking, helping learners to develop the
skills and write programsto solve many problems. Computer systems (J277/01)

 
Computer Systems J277/01

Exam cover ing the physica l
e lements of computer sc ience
and the associated theory 
(50% of tota l  GCSE marks)
 
Computat iona l  th ink ing ,
a lgor i thms and Programming 
J277/02:

Exam cover ing the core theory
of computer sc ience and the
appl icat ion of computer
science pr incip les 
(50% of tota l  GCSE marks)

Dur ing the course you wi l l  have
access to after-school  support to he lp
you prepare for each unit  assessment .
Your lessons wi l l  be made up of
theory and pract ica l  programming
sess ions .  You wi l l  be expected to
complete weekly homework
ass ignments and catch up on any work
missed in your own t ime.  

C o n t a c t

 Whatwill i learnabout?

Topics include -

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Construction
 

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS SILVANO

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  
Level 1/2 Awardin

Constructing the Built  Environment
 

QN Code: 601/0543/4
 

Level: 1 & 2
 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas
 

Qualification: Level 1/2 Award in 

Unit  1 wi l l  be assessed by an
onl ine examinat ion .  Units 2 and 3
are assessed via arange of
project work and pract ica l  tasks
completed dur ing the three year
course .  

You wi l l  be expected to learn a range
of new ski l l s  throughout the durat ion
of the course .  There is  a s igni f icant
amount of paperwork and coursework
to be completed but th is is  a rea l  l i fe
course that is  taught in a rea l  l i fe
s i tuat ion ,  to enr ich and re inforce the
ski l l s  required to embark upon acareer
with in the Construct ion industry .  

 What will i learnabout?

A ha nds-on course introducing the world of construction.
Develops practical skills such as:
Joinery
Carpentry
Bricklaying
Tiling
Painting and decorating
Plumbing
Includes theory work covering:
Health and Safety
Construction Management
Project Planning and Finance
Course Structure (3 Units):
Safety and Security in Construction (externally assessed exam)
Developing Construction Projects (internally assessed coursework)
Planning Construction Projects (externally assessed coursework)
Provides real-world experience and prepares students for:
Further study (post-16)
Apprenticeships
Employment in construction

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Design Technology
 

 
Thisis a new course that allows pupilsto learn about design and manufacture in a
very hands on and pract ica l  environment .  Pupi lswi l l  des ign a var iety of products
ranging from chi ldren's toys to furni tureand l ight ing ,  and then fu l ly rea l ise and
manufacture these us ing a range of mater ia ls ,  tools and processes .  The course has a
rea l  emphasis on the new mater ia ls  and technologies that are emerging from smart
mater ia ls  to so lar and battery energy forms .  Pupi ls  wi l l  study and learn about the
latest developments with in the wor ld of technology and then apply th is learning to
their  own pract ica l  ass ignments .

 
Learners will study materials and their working properties and learn about processes and manufacture.
They will gain knowledge of the applications and characteristics of a wide range of woods, metals and
polymers and also learn about possible careers within the wide ranging subject of Design and
Technology. If you have a passion for designing and making, for taking things apart to see how they
work, for tinkering in the garage or workshop, or if you simply want to keep abreast of technological
developments in the ever changing world in which we live, then this is the course for you! 

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS SILVANO

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE Design and Technology
 

QN Code: 603/0984/2
 

Level: 1 & 2
 

Exam Board: AQA

The course is  structured into
two units :  Core pr incip les ,
technica l  pr inc ip les and design
pr incip les (2 hour Examinat ion)
Extended design and make
ass ignment (Contro l led
Assessment) Each unit  is  worth
50% of the f ina l  GCSE grade .

The subject leads direct ly into A Level  Product
Design .  Developing a wide range of pract ica l
making sk i l l s  inc luding us ing hand tools for
cutt ing or shaping ,  cast ing or mould ing ,  and
using jo in ing and f in ish ing techniques in a
range of mater ia ls .  Learners wi l l  a lso develop
an understanding of commercia l  processes and
an in-depth knowledge of mater ia ls  and their
propert ies .  Addit iona l ly learners wi l l  ga in
transferab le sk i l l s  such as communicat ion and
teamwork that wi l l  benef i t  them in the
workplace .  

 Whatwill i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Drama

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS BRETT

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

QN Code: 603/0406/6

Level:1  & 2

Exam Board: Edexcel

BTECLevel1/2TechAward in
Performing Arts

This pract ica l ,  engaging and st imulat ing course a l lows you to develop a
range of sk i l l s  and techniques in DRAMA and ACTING. This course wi l l
provide you with a mult i tude of opportunit ies to perform and learn in a
pract ica l  environment .  Drama is a l l  about understanding what i t  is  l ike to
put yourse l f  in somebody e lse ’s shoes .  You wi l l  p lay many parts in
di f ferent imaginary s i tuat ions .  You wi l l  have the opportunity to create
your own work as wel l  as look at p lays written by other people .  You wi l l
develop your improvisat ion and act ing sk i l l s  to a h igher leve l .
 

The Drama Department has
high expectat ions of i ts
students .  This is  a pract ica l
and creat ive subject which
requires you to act and
behave in a mature and
responsib le manner
 
Theatre trips are organised to
influence your practical work and to
support your Actor’s Logs.

COMPONENT 1 - Explor ing the Performing Arts You wi l l  develop your
knowledge and understanding of a range of performance sty les .  You wi l l
understand how dif ferent pract i t ioners develop performance work .
Assessment:  

Pract ica l  exp lorat ion of performance sty les Portfo l io
work Written reviews of observed performance
work

 
COMPONENT 2 - Developing Skills & Techniques You will develop your acting skills & techniques in
practical workshops and performances. You will perform both devised & scripted work. Assessment: 

A log book tracking your performance progress ion .  A
written review of your f ina l  performance piece .

 
COMPONENT 3 - Performing to a Brief (External Exam) You will work as part of a group to
create a workshop performance in response to a given brief and stimulus. Assessment: 

Written eva luat ions & recording of f ina l  performance .

 What will i learn about?

O t h e r

A s s e s s m e n t

 I n f o r m a t i o n



Food and Cookery
 

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS SILVANO

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

Level 1/2 Award in
Hospital ity and Catering

 
QN Code: 603/7022/1

 
Level: 1 & 2

 
Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas 

 
Unit 1 is an externally assessed 80
minute examination that tests the
pupil’s knowledge of the hospitality
industry and catering skills and
techniques. Unit 2 is an extended
piece of coursework that allows the
pupils the individuality to design,
prepare and present a multi dish meal
for a specific client.

 
This qua l i f icat ion is  designed for learners with an interest in the Hospita l i ty
and Cater ing industry and/or Food Technology.  It  wi l l  provide learners
with exper ience of many di f ferent sectors a l though the main focus wi l l  be
the preparat ion and presentat ion of food and customer service with in the
hospita l i ty industry .
 
The course is structured into 2 units. These are: 1. The Hospitality and Catering Industry
(Externally assessed examination) 2. Hospitality and Catering in Action (Internally assessed
coursework)
 
Both units will be delivered within ‘real world’ scenarios providing the pupils with
experiences that prepare them fully for the assessments and for further study after their
GCSE qualifications. The course will be very practical in nature and pupils can expect to be
undertaking catering based practical tasks in the Food Technology rooms at least once
every two weeks.
 

The department commits i tse l f  to teaching
students to prepare and cook food products in
a safe and hygienic manner ,  understanding the
nutr i t iona l  va lue of d ishes .  We a im to br ing out
the fu l l  potent ia l  of each student ,  a l lowing them
to discover and develop their  own sty le and
cul inary tastes whi lst  ensur ing students learn
the necessary sk i l l s  to successfu l ly complete
the course .

 Whatwill i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MISS L IDDLE

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE FRENCH (9-1)
 

QN Code: 610/2790/X
 

Level: 1 & 2
 

Exam Board: AQA

The GCSE French has a Foundat ion
Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher
Tier (4-9) .  Students must take a l l
four exams ,  each worth 25% at the
same t ier at  the end of Year 11 .

Papers 1 - Listening
Paper 2 - Speaking
Paper 3 - Reading
Paper 4 - Writ ing

Onl ine interact ive homework to a id
vocabulary learn ing Website
recommendat ions for on l ine study
opportunit ies Careers advice on how to
pursue French at post-16 and beyond A
foreign language is recognised as an
important e lement and contr ibut ing subject
to the Engl ish Bacca laureate and ’Best 8’
achievement measures

The GCSE course covers a range ofto pics and improves skills inReading, writing,
speaking and listening. Students are expected to understand andprovide information and
opin ions about these themes re lat ing to their  own exper iencesand those of other
people ,  inc luding people in countr ies and communit ies where French is  spoken .  The
vocabulary in th is qua l i f icat ion enab les students to communicate across a range of
engaging and re latab le themat ic contexts ,  which are re levant to their  current and future
needs .  Themes inc lude:

Theme 1:  People and l ifestyle  Theme 1  covers the fol lowing three topics:
Topic 1 :  Identity and relationships with others Topic 2:  Healthy l iv ing and
lifestyle  Topic 3:  Education and work Theme 2:  Popular culture Theme 2
covers the fol lowing three topics:  Topic 1 :  Free-t ime activit ies  Topic 2:
Customs,  festivals  and celebrations Topic 3:  Celebrity culture Theme 3:
Communication and the world around us Theme 3 covers the fol lowing three
topics:  Topic 1 :  Travel  and tourism, including places of  interest  Topic 2:
Media and technology Topic 3:  The environment and where people l ive

French
 What will i learn about?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Geography
 

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MISS JONES

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE B Geography (9-1)

QN Code:601/8153/9

Level:1  & 2

Exam Board:WJEC Eduqas

The Physica l  Environment –
Written exam (37 .5%)
The Human Environment –
Written exam (37 .5%)
Geographica l  Invest igat ions –
Written exam (25%,  64 marks)

Exams inc lude a var iety of quest ion
types such as mult ip le choice ,
short-answer ,  ca lcu lat ion quest ions ,
and extended writ ing quest ions
worth 8 and 12 marks .

 What will i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t
 

O t h e r
 

 I n f o r m a t i o n

T h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  m o r e
f a c i n g  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  m i g r a t i o n ,  e c o n o m i c

i m p o r t a n t t i m e t o  s t u d y  G e o g r a p h y .  I n  a  w o r l d
s h i f t s a n d  g l o b a l  i n e q u a l i t y ,

G e o g r a p h y  h e l p s  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  s h a p i n g  o u r  f u t u r e .  I t  i s
e n g a g i n g ,  r e l e v a n t  a n d  e q u i p s  y o u  w i t h  v a l u a b l e  s k i l l s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  a n d
e m p l o y m e n t .
T h e  c o u r s e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  u n i t s ,  c o v e r i n g  t o p i c s  s u c h  a s  n a t u r a l
h a z a r d s ,  e c o s y s t e m s ,  u r b a n  i s s u e s ,  p h y s i c a l  l a n d s c a p e s  i n  t h e  U K ,  a n d  t h e
c h a n g i n g  e c o n o m i c  w o r l d .  Y o u  w i l l  e x p l o r e  g l o b a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r e s o u r c e
m a n a g e m e n t ,  e n e r g y  a n d  w a t e r  s e c u r i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e .
F i e l d w o r k  i s  a  k e y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e .  S t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p  p r a c t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
a n d  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  s k i l l s  t h r o u g h  r e a l - w o r l d  s t u d i e s .  P r e v i o u s  t r i p s  h a v e
i n c l u d e d  r e t a i l  s t u d i e s  i n  L i v e r p o o l ,  r i v e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  N o r t h  W a l e s ,  a n d
t o u r i s m  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  D a l e s .
G C S E  G e o g r a p h y  b u i l d s  k n o w l e d g e ,  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  t r a n s f e r a b l e  s k i l l s  t h a t  w i l l
s u p p o r t  y o u  b o t h  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .

G e o g r a p h y  i s  a  r e l e v a n t  a n d  e x c i t i n g  s u b j e c t  t h a t  h e l p s  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d
t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  y o u .  I t  c o m b i n e s  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  h u m a n
i s s u e s  a n d  d e v e l o p s  i m p o r t a n t  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  a n d  e n q u i r y  s k i l l s .  T h e
G u a r d i a n  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  G e o g r a p h y  a s  a  ‘ m u s t - h a v e ’  s u b j e c t  a t  G C S E  a n d
A  L e v e l .  I t  i s  h i g h l y  v a l u e d  b y  e m p l o y e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
t r a n s f e r a b l e  s k i l l s  i t  d e v e l o p s .  I n  f a c t ,  G e o g r a p h y  g r a d u a t e s  h a v e  o n e
o f  t h e  l o w e s t  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n
C a r e e r s  S e r v i c e .



C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MR CAULDWELL

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE HISTORY (9-1)
 

QN Code: 601/8239/8 

Level:  1  & 2
 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas

A history student wi l l  develop the fo l lowing sk i l l s  through their  study:

Component 1—Studies in Depth
This component is  in two parts :

The E l izabethan Age ,  1558-1603 The USA—A
Nation of Contrasts ,  1910-1929

Component 2—Studies in Breadth
This component is  in two parts :

The Development of Germany ,  1919-1991 (Per iod Study) Changes in Cr ime
and Punishment in Br i ta in ,  c500 to the present day (Themat ic Study) .

For more informat ion ,  see the History GCSE opt ions informat ion booklet avai lab le
from your teacher or from Mr Cauldwel l  in D04.

Research  sk i l l s  Commun ica t ion  + wr i t i ng  sk i l l s  How to
cons t ruc t  an  a rgument  P rob lem-so lv ing  Organ i sa t iona l
sk i l l s  Enqu i ry  Cr i t i ca l  ana lys i s

 

Component 1
Written examinat ion of 2 one
hour papers ,  worth 50% of the
f ina l  grade .

Component 2
A two hour written
examinat ion ,  sp l i t  into 2 
papers of 45 minutes and 1
hour 15 minutes ,  worth 50% of
the f ina l  grade .

Duringthe course,the re are opportunities for:

Intervent ion Exam
Masterc lasses Resident ia l
and day tr ips

 
History is recognised as an important element and
contributing subject to the English Baccalaureate and ’Best
8’ achievement measures. It is highly regarded by all
colleges, universities and employers as a rigorous, academic
subject with excellent career prospects. 

History
 What will i learn about?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



ICT
 

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MR INMAN

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

BTEC TechnicalAward in Digital
Information Technology

QN Code:603/7050/6

Level: 1  & 2 

Exam Board: Pearson

What wi l l  you study in th is subject? You wi l l  exp lore user interface design and
development pr incip les ,  invest igate how to use project p lanning techniques to
manage a digita l  project ,  d iscover how to develop and review a digita l  user
interface ,  exp lore how data impacts on indiv idua ls and organisat ions .  Draw
conclus ions and make recommendat ions on data inte l l igence ,  develop a dashboard
using data manipu lat ion tools ,  exp lore how modern informat ion technology is
evolv ing ,  consider lega l  and eth ica l  issues in data and informat ion shar ing and
understand what cyber secur i ty is  and how to safeguard against i t .  What is  the a im
of the course? The Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Digita l  Informat ion Technology wi l l
enab le students to develop sector-specif ic knowledge and sk i l l s  in a pract ica l
learn ing environment through vocat iona l  contexts by studying the knowledge ,
understanding and sk i l l s  re lated to user interface designs ,  data management ,  data
interpretat ion ,  data presentat ion ,  data protect ion and effect ive use of d igita l
informat ion technology as part  of their  Key Stage 4 learning .  This bui lds on the
learning that has a l ready taken p lace at Key Stage 3 .
 

PearsonB TEC Level 1/Level 2
Technical Award in Digital
Informat ion Technology is taught
over 120 guided learning hours
(GLH) .  I t  has three components to
be completed .  You must complete
a l l  three components .  This BTEC
Technica l  Award in Digita l
Informat ion Technology has
components that are assessed
interna l ly and a component that
Edexcel  sets and marks externa l ly .
Units

Dur ing the course you wi l l  have access to
lunch and after school  support to he lp you
prepare for each unit .  Your lessons wi l l  be
used to teach you sk i l l s  re lated to the unit
topic and to pract ice exam techniques to
help you develop the required knowledge
for the course .  

Exploring User Interface Design
Principles and Project  Planning
Techniques (36 GLH)
Collecting,  Presenting and
Interpreting Data (36 GLH)
Effective Digital  Working
Practices (48 GLH)

 What will i learn about?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



MEDIA STUDIES 

 
As a GCSE Media Studies student ,  you wi l l  ana lyse how media
products l ike TV programmes and music v ideos use images ,  sounds ,
language ,  and representat ions to create meaning .  You wi l l  learn
about the media industry and how the industry affects how media
products are made .  You wi l l  invest igate media audiences ,  exp lor ing
who are the people who watch ,  read and consume the products ,  and
consider ing how dif ferent people might be affected by media
products di f ferent ly ,  and why.  You wi l l  study lots of d i f ferent media
forms ,  such as:  

C O N T A C T

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  
GCSE Media Studies

QN Code: 603/1115/0
 

Level: 1 & 2 

Exam Board: Eduqas

Television
Online Media
Advertis ing and Marketing
Film Marketing
Magazines
Newspapers
Social and Participatory Media
Music Video
Radio
Video Games 

Assessment wi l l  consist  of a
mixture of examinat ions and non-
examined assessment .  
Component 1 :  Written examination:
1  hour 30mins,  40% of
qualif ication
Component 2:  Written
examination:  1  hour 30mins,  30%
of qualif ication
Component 3:  Non-exam
assessment:  Media Production,
30% of qualif ication

Media Studies wi l l  even he lp you to develop
ski l l s  that you’ l l  be ab le use in your other
subjects such as cr i t ica l  th ink ing ,  ana lys is ,
research ,  p lanning ,  pract ica l  sk i l l s ,  t ime
management ,  essay writ ing sk i l l s  and more .  

Dur ing the GCSE Media  course you ’ l l  deve lop
and pract i se a  range of  sk i l l s  which wi l l  equ ip
you for  progress ion to A Leve l  s tudy .  They
wi l l  a l so he lp  you huge ly in  other  areas such
as Eng l i sh  and Humani t ies .  

SUBJECT LEAD:
MMrr sG Hoaurlddsieo nor

 What willilearnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Music

C O N T A C T
 SUBJECT LEAD:

MR WINTERBOTTOM

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE Music (9-1)

QN Code:601/8131/X

Level: 1  & 2 

Exam Board:WJEC Eduqas

Performance Learn to p lay a var iety of music which can be used for your so lo and
ensemble (group) performances as deta i led in the assessment sect ion .
Composit ion Use ICT software to make two composit ions (p ieces of music) as
deta i led be low. You can use either Sibe l ius where you write music us ing notat ion
or programs such as Cubase or Garage Band where ,  i f  you p lay guitar for example ,
you can record tracks stra ight into a computer .
Appra is ing This is  the exam element of the course where essent ia l ly you l isten to a
var iety of music and answer quest ions re lated to the music .  This is  further deta i led
in component 3 of the assessment sect ion .  The good news with th is however is  i t
is  on ly 40% of the whole course so the exam element doesn’t  have as much impact
as a lot of other GCSE courses .

You wi l l  be needed to give up some of your t ime after
school  main ly in year 11 to work on your composit ions
as i t  can be a fa i r ly long process The performance
element is  a lso l inked to your performance grade on
your instrument .  For example ,  i f  you perform less than
a grade 3 exam piece by the t ime you are in year 11 ,
your grade can be s l ight ly capped .  Due to th is ,  i t  is  a
good idea i f  you are a beginner performer to get
lessons on your instrument ,  or cont inue them i f  you
a lready have them, at  e i ther Moss lands or pr ivate ly .
Come and see me indiv idua l ly as I  can he lp you with
th is in terms of advice .  You do not need to read music
to do GCSE music Voice / Singing counts as an
instrument!

 What will i learn about?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n
Component 1:  Performing Duration: 4–6 minutes Assessment:
Non-exam, internally assessed, externally moderated
Weighting: 30% of the qualification Requirements: Perform at
least two pieces One must be an ensemble of at least 1 minute
Other pieces can be solo or ensemble One piece must link to a
chosen area of study Component 2: Composing Duration: 3–6
minutes Assessment: Non-exam, internally assessed, externally
moderated
Weighting: 30% of the qualification
Requirements: Two compositions One in response to a WJEC set
brief  (choose 1 of 4, each linked to an area of study) The other
is a free composition with your own brief Component 3:
Appraising Duration: ~1 hour 15 minutes Assessment: Written
listening exam Weighting: 40% of the qualification Structure: 8
questions (2 per area of study) Areas of study: Musical Forms
and Devices Music for Ensemble Film Music Popular Music



RS: Philosophy and Ethics
 

C O N T A C T
SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS MORAN

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE Rel igiousStudies (9-1)

QN Code:601/8879/0

Level:1& 2 

Exam Board:WJEC Eduqas

50% of th is course (component 1) is  based on the fo l lowing four themes:
Issues of L i fe and Death With in th is theme students wi l l  study be l iefs about l i fe
after death ,  the or ig ins of the universe ,  the va lue of human l i fe from both re l ig ious
and non- re l ig ious points of v iew.
Issues of Good and Evi l  With in th is theme students wi l l  study the nature of good
and evi l ,  causes of cr ime ,  cr imina l  just ice ,  forms of punishment and att i tudes
towards just ice from both re l ig ious and non re l ig ious points of v iew.
Issues of Human Rights With in th is theme students wi l l  study human r ights and
socia l  just ice ,  issues of wealth and poverty ,  rac ia l  prejudice and discr iminat ion and
the att i tudes of both the re l ig ious and nonre l ig ious towards these issues .
Issues of Re lat ionships With in th is theme,  students wi l l  study the character ist ics of
re lat ionships ,  marr iage and fami ly l i fe ,  same sex re lat ionships and gender ro les from
both re l ig ious and non re l ig ious points of v iew.
The remain ing 50% (components 2 & 3) is  d iv ided between in depth studies of both
Chr ist ian i ty and Buddhism. Students wi l l  study the or ig ins ,  t radit ions and pract ices
of the re l ig ions as wel l  as appreciat ing the ro le of re l ig ion in wider society .
Students wi l l  study the impact of spir i tua l i ty on indiv idua l  da i ly l i fe and the varying
interpretat ions of re l ig ious texts .  

Upon successfu l  complet ion of the course ,  students can
go on to study Phi losophy and Rel ig ion at A Level .
Outs ide of educat ion ,  such students are educated and
responsib le th inkers ab le to tack le some of society's most
press ing issues and a l lowing them to develop sk i l l s  such
as:  

Being sensit ive to the intr icate ways in which be l iefs
mould and inf luence an indiv idua l 's  va lues and
behaviour Understanding diverse interpretat ions of
texts and tradit ions ,  provid ing students with va luab le
perspect ives when navigat ing conf l ict ing viewpoints
in their  future careers Se l f-awareness ,  in i t iat ive ,
creat iv i ty ,  and teamwork Communicat ion and
leadership - Rel ig ious Studies students make
outstanding contr ibutors in var ious profess iona l  and
socia l  sett ings

 
Component 1: 

Re l ig ious ,  Phi losophica l  and
Ethica l  Studies in the Modern
World
2 hours written examinat ion .

 50% of qua l i f icat ion .

Component 2:  
Study of Chr ist ian i ty 1 hour
written examinat ion 25% of
qua l i f icat ion .

Component 3:
Study of a Wor ld Fa i th -
Buddhism 1 hour written
examinat ion 25% of
qua l i f icat ion

 Whatwill i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Seperate Science
 

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MRS WESTON

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

GCSE 

QN Code Biology: 601/8752/9
QN Code Chemistry: 601/8757/8

QN Code Physics:  601/8751/7

Level:1  & 2
Exam Board: AQA

 
Each GCSE will be assessed through two
examination papers at the end of year 11.
Both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes long
and are equally weighted towards the
final grade. Students opting for Triple
Science will therefore sit 6 Examinations.
All examinations consist of multiple
choice, structured, closed short answer
and open response question types. There
are 8 required practical activities for each
GCSE and these will be integrated and
assessed within day-to-day teaching. 

Science is a compulsory subject at key stage 4
and a contr ibut ing subject to the Engl ish
Bacca laureate and ’Best 8’  achievement
measures .  Students wi l l  e i ther take the
Combined Science (Double Award) or Tr ip le
Science (3 Separate GCSE qua l i f icat ions)
pathway.

The Separate Science opt ion a l lows students with an interest and apt i tude in
Science to access three separate GCSE qua l i f icat ions in B io logy ,  Chemistry and
Physics .
 
For GCSE Biology the content is based on key Biological principles such as cell division, respiration
and photosynthesis. Students will also study infection and response, bioenergetics, and inheritance,
variation and evolution.
 
GCSE Chemistry content begins by reviewing students understanding ofatomic 
structure and the per iodic tab le .  Other topics inc lude organic
chemistry ,  chemica l  ana lys is and us ing resources .
 
The key themes of forces, energy, waves and electricity run through the Physics GCSE
specification. Students will also study the particle model of matter and space physics. Studying the
separate sciences means students will cover more content than GCSE Combined Sciences. Opting
for separate sciences at GCSE provides the breadth of knowledge necessary to study Biology,
Chemistry or Physics at A-level.

 What will i learnabout?

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n



Sport Studies

C O N T A C T

SUBJECT LEAD:
MR METCALFE

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

SportStudies
(CambridgeNational Award)

QN Code:603/7107/9 

Level:1  & 2

Exam Board: OCR

Each module on the Sport Studies
course carr ies varying weight ing
towards the f ina l  grade as shown
above.  The methods of
assessment of these units are:   
Contemporary issues in sport -
Exam (40%) Performance and
Leadership - pract ica l  and
coursework (40%) Sport and the
media - coursework assessment
may a lso be carr ied out us ing
video (20%)

A var iety ofresources are used dur ing the
course to maximise student atta inment and
enjoyment .  These inc lude access to:  F i tness
Suite ,  astro-turf ,  sports f ie lds ,  2 sports ha l ls ,
Thornda le Tennis Centre ,  Leasowe Swimming
Pool ,  Moreton Dr iv ing Range ,  B idston Golf  C lub ,
Underground F i tness Centre ,  Soccer Dome.
 
Students are able to continue their study of Physical
Education into the Sixth Form where we currently offer
The Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in sport and
physical activity (1 A level equivalent) Diploma (2 A level
equivalent) and Extended Diploma (3 A level equivalent)
courses. 

 What will i learn about?
 

A s s e s s m e n t O t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n

Combines practical and theoretical e lements
Spl it into 3 modules with different weightings
1. Contemporary Issues in Sport (40%)
Factors affecting part icipation in sport
Sport ’s role in promoting values
Hosting major international sporting events
Role of national governing bodies
Technology in sport
2. Performance and Leadership in Sporting Activities (40%)
Key components of performance
Applying practice methods to improve performance
Organising, planning, del ivering, and evaluating a coaching session
Students experience mult iple sports before choosing one for coursework:
Footbal l ,  Basketbal l ,  Handbal l ,  Rugby, Badminton, Table Tennis ,  Vol leybal l
Use of gym training methods to enhance performance
3. Sport and the Media (20%)
Different media sources covering sport
Posit ive and negative effects of media on sport



CARE, COMMITMENT, CHALLENGE

The Mosslands School


